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APRIL LUNCH

Our April Lunch was special because we asked as many of you as possible to be present for our 
Golden Anniversary Group Photograph - and we had 77 members present, including Dr. David Goss 
who chaired the Club’s inaugural meeting in 1965.  Three of the photos were included in our 
Anniversary Lunch souvenir menu, so every member could have a copy.

MAY ANNIVERSARY LUNCH

We held our Golden Anniversary Lunch at Beales Hotel on 7 May and I’m pleased to report it was a 
great success.  145 members and guests sat down to lunch - possibly a record for a Club event - and
we enjoyed pre-lunch drinks, a good four course lunch with drinks included, entertainment by a 
magician and pianist and speeches (not too long) by the Chairman, Dr. David Goss and the Mayor of 
Welwyn Hatfield.  After the raffle, which included some great prizes, our grand finale was by a trio of 
gorgeous ladies - the Rockabellas - who serenaded us with swinging harmonies of songs from the 
1940s/50s and 60s.

Happily everything went according to plan (apart from one member who turned up first at Homestead
Court Hotel!) and the whole event was done within the budget we had allowed. The WH Times gave 
us good coverage, as they also did for our April lunch.  We also had a letter of greetings from Denys 
Carnill, our founder Fred Carnill’s son, who is 90 but was unable to join our celebration.

Photographs are on the website for you all to see and download if you wish.  If you would like a print 
please contact Ian Whitcombe (contact details on your membership card).

Well done to everyone who joined in.  Now we’ve got the hang of it we’ll be ready to celebrate our 
Diamond Anniversary in 10 years time!

NEW MEMBERS

In the last few months we have been pleased to welcome Arthur Harris, Roy Jones, Hugh Smith, 
Roger Trigg and most recently Jim Evans as new members.  Today we also welcome Brian Evans 
as a Guest of Don Christie.

Sadly however we had to report the deaths of Michael Hyde and John Stalley.  Membership currently
stands at 98 - still tantalisingly below the 100 mark - so I ask you all to renew your efforts to bring 
along guests as possible new members.  Remember the Club pays for half their lunch costs.

Congratulations to Howell and Nano Watkins who have just celebrated their Diamond Wedding 
Anniversary.

Robert Tull has had to stand down from the Committee due to other commitments but we thank him 
for his past support and efforts.  This means we need one further Committee member so we would 
be pleased if one of you could volunteer, before we send out the press gang! 

RAFFLE

We started our Jubilee Lunch Raffle some 18 months ago and it raised a whopping £1,807 which 
helped to fund our Anniversary Lunch - thank you all for your support.  That event has now passed 
and we have to decide whether to continue with the raffle or not.  We can either:

 Stop now and resurrect it for a future event, or
 Carry on (it’s good fun anyway?) and use the proceeds to subsidise the annual Ladies 

Lunch - perhaps allowing guests to pay a reduced price. 

The choice must be yours, the members, so at today’s lunch we will ask for a show of hands as to 
which option you prefer.



ARCHIVES

Some of you may have seen the History Board I prepared for the Anniversary Lunch, with copies of 
old documents and photos from over the years.  We have a big file of such documents and, rather 
than keep it hidden away, it may be an good idea to scan a number of them and have an ARCHIVES 
section on the Club website.  It will take some time and effort but I think it would be worth while and 
accessible to all members.  Watch this space!

OUTINGS

As you all know, our next Club Outing will be to Oxford on Thursday 18 June.  This will include a 
coffee stop on arrival, a short tour of the city, a visit to New College, a pub lunch followed by a boat 
trip on the river and a cream tea, then the coach to take us back to WGC.  It’s booking fast with only 
15 places left, and the cost is being subsidised by the Club as part of our Anniversary Year to keep 
the cost down to only £49.50pp.  Full details are on the website but there’s not much time or many 
places left so see Graham to BOOK NOW, and remember you can bring friends and family.

SPEAKERS

Our Speaker Secretary Philip Fotheringham is doing well with our programme for next year, lining up 
some interesting talks.  He’s had an approach from one speaker who can talk to us about Inheritance
Tax, and how to safeguard your wealth in the latter years, etc.  It may be a bit of a sales pitch but is 
this something that may be of interest to you?  Please contact Philip (his email address is on your 
membership card) to let him know. 

Today, however, as a follow up from last year’s RAF Presentation Team, we have the Royal Navy 
Presentation Team doing their stuff.  Next month Hugh Grainger will talk to us about ‘The Art of 
Deception in WW2’

NEW IDEAS

Your Committee has been trying to think up some new ideas for the Club - we have lunches, outings 
and occasional theatre trips but is there anything else you would like us to consider?

A specialist company runs trips for Probus Clubs and between the 9 - 12 October they are doing a 
weekend in the Lake District, cost including hotel and coach is only £129.  Is anyone interested?  
Please contact Ray Hussey or Graham Daniels for more info.

                                                                                                                   
A FINAL THOUGHT ….

Dorothy and Edna, two "senior" widows, are talking.

Dorothy: "That nice George Johnson asked me out for a date. I know you went out with him last 
week, and I wanted to talk with you about him before I give him my answer."

Edna: "Well, I'll tell you. He shows up at my apartment punctually at 7 pm, dressed like such a 
gentleman in a fine suit, and he brings me such beautiful flowers! Then he takes me downstairs 
where there’s a limousine, uniformed chauffeur and all. Then he takes me out for a dinner of lobster, 
champagne, dessert, and after-dinner drinks. Then we go see a show. Let me tell you Dorothy, I 
enjoyed it so much I could have just died from pleasure! So then we are coming back to my 
apartment for coffee and he turns into an ANIMAL. Completely crazy, he tears off my expensive new 
dress and has his way with me three times!"

Dorothy: "Goodness gracious so you are telling me I shouldn't go?"

Edna: "No, no, no... I'm just saying, wear an old dress."
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